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Making a difference...
In the last newsletter, long time Game Officials Committee Liaison Ned Doyle spoke about his
retirement from work at the MIAA. With his departure, I am pleased to take on this liaison role.
I have already met a few times with the Game Officials Committee and am looking forward to our work
together. Most importantly, I am looking forward to continuing the work Ned and Phil Napolitano have
already established working closely with the GOC.
As is the case for each newsletter, please accept this edition as new information to support your
important work with our schools and students. As we approach the spring season, we are appreciative
of the time and commitment our spring officials are already undertaking. We also wish to thank all of
our past season officials for what they have done to support the previous two regular seasons and
tournaments.

As we approach the final season of 2016-17, I find that the efforts of our officials continues to make an
impact on the breadth of offerings of the MIAA. On behalf of the 377 member schools of the MIAA, I
am appreciative of the time and commitment that every official gives to their sport. Throughout my
travels around the state, the dialogue with officials of every sport is exciting and well placed for the
success of each and every game. As I meet officials, they ask about changes and are always aware of
challenges within their sport. They are approaching their work professionally and thoroughly for the
good of the sport.
I commend and certainly encourage every official to continue to maintain this focus and direction to
illustrate the best they have to offer. Each game and each moment is that chance to validate and
exemplify the commitment we all have to execute a vibrant contest with a high level of competition and
sportsmanship.
Thank you for all that you do.

Richard Pearson
ASSOCIATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

If you would like to communicate with us, please use the following means:
Richard Pearson: rpearson@miaa.net
Phil Napolitano: pnapolitano@miaa.net

MIAA Background Check Information
FAQ’s

Click above to view the policy

1. I registered and have been approved by the MIAA under one email address, but my assignor has a different
email for me under their account, thus I am not showing as approved to them. What should I do?
Answer: You will need to contact Arbiter support, 1-800-311-4060, and ask them to link your email accounts
together. The email you provided for the MIAA background check is the one that will show you as an
approved official.
2. As an administrator on my board, how do I know who has been approved?
Answer: Administrators can access their list of officials by going to the users tab. There you will see a list
of officials who have selected your board. You will also see an eligibility column on that page. If the official
has an icon in the column (usually a sport ball), then they have completed the registration and passed the
MIAA background check.
3. If my assignor uses Arbiter to assign games, how can they gain access to the list of approved officials?
Answer: The assignor will need to contact Phil Napolitano, pnapolitano@miaa.net and provide their 6-digit
arbiter account number, along with the sport and leagues they assign. They will be linked to the MIAA
super group. Once linked, the eligibility column will show up in their assigning account..

Click on the link above to enter Registration then follow steps below

2017-18 REGISTRATION WILL OPEN ON JULY 1, 2017
NEW OFFICIALS
Background Check and Registration
1) Click on the registration tab on the top left of this MIAA ArbiterSports page.
2) Select all sports for which you wish to register and click the REGISTER button.
3) Follow directions and complete all information and consents. A photo is not required. If you already have an
Arbiter account, it will recognize your email once you type it in, then follow all directions.

RETURNING OFFICIALS
Registration Only/Previously Completed Background Check
All officials must register annually - $10 per sport. Returning officials must confirm pre-populated information and
complete all steps of the registration process (see steps above under “New Officials”). Please check and/or
correct all contact information. Sign-in prior to beginning this process, in the top right hand corner.
In order to finalize your registration you will need to once again consent to the background check in step 5 of the
registration process, even though you have already been approved. During the final payment step you will
not be charged for another background check nor will it be run again. Approved background checks are valid for
three years. If you were approved during the 2015-16 school year, it is valid until June 30, 2018.

MIAA Official of the Year Award

2016-17 MIAA Game Official of the Year
“Exemplify the highest standards of sportsmanship, ethical conduct, and moral character”
This award seeks to recognize and honor officials who have displayed character, integrity and dignity,
while displaying the highest standards of ethical conduct. Award candidates should have a record of
exceptional performance, as well as a reputation, among their peers and the athletic community, for fair
play, for good sportsmanship, and for the development of these attributes in our student‐athletes.
If you feel that you have a nominee who meets these criteria, please complete and submit the attached
MIAA Nomination Form, along with any supporting materials (nomination form must be completed for
candidates to be considered). A selection committee made up of members of the MIAA Game Officials
Committee (GOC), will review each nomination and choose an Official of the Year, in each sport.
Officials and guest(s) will be invited to attend the awards banquet in May 31, 2017 at the MIAA
Office in Franklin, MA. A maximum of two guests will be invited per official.

2016-17 MIAA Game Official of the Year Nomination Form
(click link to access nomination form)

MIAA Rugby Season!
Courtesy of the Worcester Telegram

Courtesy of the Belmontonian

The MIAA is excited to kick off the inaugural season of boys and girls rugby this Spring. Rugby is a
valuable addition to the MIAA Educational Athletics arena. MIAA Member Schools will play a 15 vs 15
game under the rules of “Laws of the Game Rugby Union”.
The time of the game will be two (2) 35-minute halves. There will be no stop time unless indicated by the
officials. Half-time will be five (5) minutes.

Concussion Information
HEADS UP Fact Sheets for Sports Officials: Setting the Tone for Safety
Aggressive and/or unsportsmanlike behavior among athletes can increase their chances of
getting a concussion by as much as 25%. Sports officials play a key role in setting the tone
for safe play and can help lower an athlete’s chances of getting a concussion or other serious
injury.
CDC’s fact sheets for high school and youth sports officials provide info to help officials:
 protect athletes from concussion or other serious brain injury,
 learn how to spot a possible concussion, and
 know what to do if a concussion occurs.
Download the new fact sheets at: www.cdc.gov/HEADSUP.
Read the CDC Report on Other Opportunities to
Change the Culture of Concussion: http://
www.cdc.gov/headsup/resources/playbook.html.

105 CMR: Department of Public Health – 201.007 (E) Training Program
“Game officials shall complete one of the training programs approved by the Department, as
specified on the Department’s website, annually and shall provide independent verification of
completion of the training program to schools or school districts upon request.”
The yearly certification requirement is only valid between July 1 st and June 30th of a given
academic year. In support of Department of Public Health (DPH) regulations cited above, and
in the best interests of our student athletes, all MIAA Tournament Directors and Tournament
Assignors will require successful completion of a DPH approved concussion training program
as a condition for an official accepting an MIAA tournament assignment. Your acceptance of
an MIAA Tournament contest assignment will be considered a implicit confirmation that you
are a member in good standing with your local board, that you are enrolled with the MIAA,
and that you have successfully completed a concussion training program as required by the
DPH.
The National Federation of High Schools (NFHS) training module, “Concussions in Sports:
What You Need to Know”, is one of the MDPH approved training programs and may be
accessed using the link: Concussions in Sports: What You Need to Know

2017 Spring Sport Rule Highlights
OUTDOOR TRACK
5-6-4 The results of running events are based on head-to-head competition and all
contestants should have the opportunity to compete in the heat earned by the athlete’s place
and/or qualifying times. Consistent with current trends in the sport.
For a complete list of NFHS Track and Field rule changes, click here.

BASEBALL

The recently adopted MLB rule for intentional walks being signaled
from the dugout instead of throwing the four pitches will be in effect for
the 2017 MIAA Baseball season.
Also, please be sure to refer to the 2017 MIAA Baseball Format for
tournament reentry rules for the pitcher. As specified in the
Tournament Format for tournament play, “In the event a pitcher is
substituted with a pinch runner or a pinch hitter, the pitcher may
reenter the game as a pitcher immediately, as long as no other pitcher
has thrown a pitch from the mound.”

LACROSSE

Girls Lacrosse—Effective January 1, 2017, any field player
choosing to wear headgear will only be allowed to wear headgear that
meets the current ASTM standard for women’s lacrosse (F3137) and
is labeled accordingly. Click here for more details.
All field players must properly wear eye protection that meets the current ASTM standard for women’s lacrosse (F3077). Click here for
more details.

SOFTBALL

1-5-2c The taper is the transition area which connects the narrower
handle to the wider barrel portion of the bat. The taper shall have a
conical shape. Language requiring the taper to be of a solid surface
has been removed.
For a complete list of NFHS Softball rule changes, click here.

VOLLEYBALL

15.1.1.1 Elimination of the Pursuit Rule: The referees should
immediately whistle and signal that the ball is out when it
completely crosses the plane of the net, over or outside the
antennas.

Sports Specific Tournament Formats
All game officials are required to be well versed on
their sport tournament format in order to be assigned to
tournament events. A format is a detailed breakdown of how
each sport tournament is conducted. It’s important to
remember that each sport has its own format, covering dates,
rules, tournament ball agreements, overtime rules, and tie
breakers, among other information. This information can be
found on the MIAA Tournament Formats page of the MIAA
website (miaa.net).

Student and Coach Disqualifications
It is recommended that all game officials
carry coach and student disqualification forms with
them to each contest. These forms can be found on
the MIAA Game Officials page on the MIAA website.
All game officials are required to know all
procedures when it comes to disqualifications,
including MIAA Handbook Rule 49.1 (pg 48).

Tournament Ball Agreements
All game officials are required to know exactly
what tournament ball is to be used during MIAA
tournament contests. This information can be found on
the MIAA Game Officials page of the MIAA website.

MIAA Team Sportsmanship Awards
The MIAA would like to encourage game officials to
nominate a boys or girls varsity team for consideration by that
MIAA Sport Committee for recognition at the MIAA State
Championship contest. Nominated teams do not have to be
tournament teams but should exemplify the tenets of good
sportsmanship to the highest degree. The nomination form
information can be found in each sport specific MIAA
Tournament Format.

Game Officials Fees
The recommended Game Officials’ regular
season fees for 2016-2017 have increased $2.00 for
all sports. The entire list of recommended fee’s can
be found under MIAA Rule 93 (pages 110-112) of
the MIAA Handbook.

Contest Officials’ Code of Ethics
In 2001, the Officiating Development Alliance, a group of
individuals representing various officiating organizations, such
as the NFHS, NCAA, ASA, USSF, NFL, NBA, MLB and NASO,
developed the Code of Conduct for Sports Officials. The Code
outlines the personal responsibilities officials have to the game.
This can be found on page 12 of the MIAA Handbook.

